Do It Downtown – The Green Alternative
The following are some of the elements that naturally make Downtown the Green destination and the Green alternative for supportive City policies:

1) It is nearly our geographic center. Because of this there isn’t another commercial destination closer to the Davis population as a whole. Anything that is a citywide destination should be here and in many cases already is here, like the Farmers’ Market, City offices, utility company offices, bank main offices, theatres, etc. So, for these city wide uses there is less transportation required than at outlying areas.

2) It is our main transportation hub. Trains and busses leave from the downtown. For this reason residents and commerce should be concentrated here. This concentration of uses makes public transportation is more viable.

3) It is designed to be bike and pedestrian friendly. The downtown is the best commercial area to walk and bike. Also it is centrally located (see Point 1). As it gets more bike and pedestrian use, drivers become more aware and it will be increasingly safer.

4) It is adjacent UC Davis. This allows for efficient transportation connections for students and faculty. It is convenient for those that work or live on campus and the campus is convenient for those who live and work downtown. It is more likely that those people will bike and walk. 

5) Because of the small parcel sizes and the existing pattern of development and redevelopment, smaller sized and independent retail uses are favored. The retail opportunities within the downtown are not ideal for national tenants and prohibitive for Big Box uses. National tenants tend to have a proscribed formula for their new outlets that include plenty of at-grade parking, being next to a magnet type store such as Target or Best Buy, special signage expectations and other formulaic conditions best provided by single entity owned shopping centers and strip malls.

6) Small sized independent businesses are most likely to shop locally. They tend to be locally owned by people that have knowledge of local suppliers. This cuts down on transportation and keeps money within our community. Also, a local independent restaurant is much more likely to buy locally produced agricultural products than a national chain. This saves transportation, avoids the issues of genetically altered foods that must be less perishable and helps sustain the local small farmer.

7) The downtown has the biggest variety of retail, dining and services than is provided anywhere else in town. This allows people do a great variety of activities without additional driving.

8) Because of the downtown’s mixed use nature, each use supports the other. Office users support retail and restaurants, banks support office users and others, entertainment venues support restaurants and so on. Daytime office parking gets double use as night time entertainment parking, etc. This symbiosis of uses and efficiency of trips and infrastructure doesn’t exist to the same degree anywhere else in Davis.

9) Downtown has a concentration of entertainment venues. These tend to support each other without the need for additional transportation. You can have a Friday Night Art About and people will walk from gallery to gallery rather than driving to different galleries. It is easily possible to go to a movie, out to eat and then to a gallery.

10) Downtown is already in place. It doesn’t require additional infrastructure or a loss of open space or farm land. 

11) Occasionally downtown is where our community gathers to celebrate. Examples are the holiday tree lighting, the homecoming parade, the Halloween celebration and this summer we’ll have a Celebrate UC Davis event for their centennial. All these events work best when centrally located and are supportive of the restaurants and retail downtown. 

12) When a section of town becomes denser there are opportunities for utility efficiencies. One example would be that rather than each commercial parcel having an individual plan to filter storm water, the City could put a few filters on their larger collector lines.  This allows for efficiency and cost savings and also allows for a City controlled and monitored system rather than a myriad of individually monitored and serviced systems. The chances of mismanagement and introduction of unfiltered storm water would be much less.

13) Many of the above points support each other. For example, being a transportation hub supports retail, office and restaurants. A concentration of entertainment venues supports the restaurants. 

The above points are an incomplete list and there may be many more. This is only a starting point. What should the DDBA do with this information? For one thing we should have a basis for branding ourselves as the Green Destination or the Green Alternative. Unfortunately as described above most of these points don’t conveniently become sound bytes. The points also provide a basis for supportive City policy formation and also a basis for the DDBA’s support of projects that add to the diversity and sustainability of downtown. Projects that help create the critical mass needed to compete with other less Green alternatives.

