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“Any Day Can Be a Green Day in Downtown Davis”
It seems that “green” and “sustainable” are the buzzwords du jour, and probably nowhere more so than in Davis.  Conversations about recycling, bicycling and “freecycling” are common chatter at cocktail parties and at local playgrounds.  Unless you’ve been living in a hole (which would be a pretty environmentally-friendly abode…), you’re no doubt already doing something differently nearly every day as a way to reduce your carbon footprint.  

But, how extraordinary would it be if there was a local destination where you could live a literal “green day”?  Conveniently, Downtown Davis is such a place!  Here’s how your “green day” might unfold in Downtown Davis, all within just a few dozen pedestrian-friendly city blocks: 

Minimalist arrival:  best case is that you already live or work in Downtown Davis, and have a short walk to practically any kind of goods or services that you could need.  Next best scenario is that you walk or bike from another part of Davis or adjacent Yolo or Solano Counties.  Even if you do come via automobile, it is possible to park once (for as long as three hours free in the garage at 4th and G Streets) and then go on foot or pull out a bicycle to speed your Downtown navigation.

The daily grind:  it’s the mundane, routine chores that seem to eat up so much time.  But, in Downtown Davis, most of these tasks can be completed efficiently, leaving you more time for the rest of your life (like maybe a movie at The Varsity Theatre, a fun new outfit from Five Figs or Samira’s or a leisurely stroll through The Artery).
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Within a three minute walk or less of one another, you can:

· Bank at 11 Downtown financial institutions

· Visit the post office or one of two other private postal shippers

· Drop off your dry cleaning with one of two operators  

· Shop at a full-service grocery store
· Pick-up pet food and gardening supplies, along with housewares and hardware, all on the same block  

· Trim your locks or buff your nails at one of more than two dozen beauty salons 

· Rent or return DVD rentals 

· Shine your shoes for another day of Downtown travels at the shoe repair 

Time out:  a “green day” need not be a lean day when it comes to selecting what to eat.  It’s easy to make time for healthy meals when you’re saving so much time by running errands in a compact, centralized Downtown location.  

The foods of the world await in Downtown Davis, no matter the size of your budget or how pressed you are for time.   Among the more unique options:  Spanish/Andalusian food, Czechoslovakian meals, Afghan cuisine and a creperie.  Or, just enhance the dining experience by eating in an out-of-the-ordinary location.  A former police station, a refurbished bungalow and sidewalk cafés are de rigueur in Downtown Davis.  You’d have to drive for miles in any direction to find anything that compares to the selection of eateries that are clustered in the Downtown village atmosphere.   
One last thing…:  your “to-do” list probably includes buying a birthday or holiday gift or searching for the right thing to wear for a special occasion.  Or, maybe you’re overdue to visit 
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the optometrist or the dentist, and can’t fit in an appointment because of all the time it takes you to drive between errands.  In Downtown Davis, you can do it all, because it’s all right here!

You’ve lived the buzzwords, you’ve done your part and your “green day” in Downtown is over. Because you didn’t drive from one side of town to the other all day, you have plenty of “day” left to go to the playground and dress for the cocktail party to brag about your extraordinary Downtown Davis experience.
#    #    #

